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Minor Notices 

Old Samplers 

Mr. Editor — A year ago you very kindly published in your 
Magazine a circular sent out by the "National Society of Colonial 
Dames of America in the State of Indiana," dealing with the work 
undertaken by the Society for the Preservation of Existing Rec- 
ords : to wit, oldest town and church records, family records in old 
Bibles, as well as the location of the oldest graveyards in the State 
and a report of their condition. Through the medium of your 
Magazine the "Colonial Dames" interested several persons in the 
search but as the work undertaken is far from completion it is the 
hope of the Dames that the societies and individuals interested in 
the preservation of the early history of the State may at this time 
come to their assistance with additional information concerning rec- 
ords desired. 

Besides the work undertaken by the National Society with which 
the Indiana Society is co-operating for the preservation of existing 
records, the "Massachusetts Society of Colonial Dames" has decided 
that one of its works shall be to collect and classify all American 
Samplers, and to supply the demand which seems a real one for a 
book on American Samplers, fully illustrated. 

The "Indiana Society" has been asked to assist in the work of 
the "Massachusetts Society" and it appeals in this way to the citi- 
zens of the State for information about Samplers made prior to 
1815, bearing the name of the maker and the date when they were 
worked. Already several samplers have been found and a descrip- 
tion of them may be of interest to your readers. 

The first, owned by Mrs. John B. Holton, Indianapolis, has a 
narrow hem cross-stitched down, two alphabets, capital and small, 
with this sentiment : "A grateful mind by owing owes not, but still 
pays at once, indebted and discharged," also names of,teachers L. C. 
Keats and S. Keats of the "Domestic Academy, Washington, Ky., 
when Matilda Ward, born 1798, worked this Sampler in 1808." 

The second belongs to Mrs. Samuel Elliott Perkins, Indianapo- 
lis, and was made by her grandmother. It has three alphabets, two 
worked in cross stitch, one in eyelet ; design at the bottom, an ani- 
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mal ( ?), a tree, a vase with plant, child's name, Mary Turner, Fort 
Covington, New York, sixty-six sets of initials, beginning with 
those of the parents of the maker. 

The third is owned by Mrs. Davis C. Buntin, of St. Louis. It 
has a wreath of roses as a border and this verse: 

"By virtue ripened from the bud 

The flowers angelic odors breathe, 
The fragrant charm of being good 
Makes gaudy vice to smell like weeds." 

Made by Margaretta Arabella Godman in 1808 when she was eight 
years old, at Baltimore, Md. Satin and cross stitch, the design was 
copied from brocade of her mother's wedding gown, wreath of 
mixed flowers surrounding chain around verse, below verse, wheat 
crossed and a small wreath of green. 

These examples will give an idea of what is wanted for the 
book on American Samplers, materials for which is now being col- 
lected. It is the hope of the Committee entrusted with the work in 
Indiana that this communication in your valued Magazine may be 
the means of discovering many Samplers owned by citizens who will 
assist the "Colonial Dames in Indiana" to make a representative 
collection for our State. 

Printed blanks for the description of Samplers can be obtained 
from the Chairman of the Committee at the address given below. 
Mrs. Edward F. Hodges, 

302 Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind. 

White River Steamboat Co. 

The following query by W. W. Stevens, of Baker, Oregon, has 
been received : 

I have the account of an organization perfected February 27, 1819, 
called the "White River Steamboat Co." The organization was perfected 
at Palestine with commissioners present from Salem, Bloomington, Browns- 
town, Palestine, Orleans, Paoli, and Bono. It was decided that the boat 
should be of 75 tons burden and to be built at Bono ; timbers in the main 
to be purchased by Jno. Depauw, who then had a sawmill at Millport 
on the Muscatatuck. Have you any means of ascertaining what became 
of the enterprise? From the best information I have at hand the boat was 
finished by Depauw, or at least he built one, and from what I learned some 
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years since the boat he built was the one here spoken of, the company fail- 
ing to raise means to complete same. 

No answer has been found further than the appended note from 
Niks' Register (Vol. 16, p. 224) : 

An association is formed in Indiana for the purpose of building a 
steamboat to ply on the waters of White river. The burden of the boat is 
to be 75 tons and it is to be built at Bono (on White river edge of Law- 
rence county). 

"Driftwood" 

The following observation respecting this name is taken from 
a letter written by Mary C. Shirley, of Washington, Indiana : 

You will probably remember telling the Daviess County Teachers' 
Association that the proper name for the East Fork of White river was 
Driftwood. This fall, while on a passenger train between here and Shoals, 
I heard an old man, who must have been eighty years of age, say, in reply 
to a question from a younger companion as to what stream we were looking 
out on, "We used to call it Driftwood when I was a boy, but I believe they 
call it White river now." 

Freeman's Corner 

The citizens of Orleans have recently become interested in the 
corners established in 1803 to mark the boundaries of the Indian 
Cession known as the Vincennes Cession. The general reservation 
was made at the Treaty of Greenville in 1795. At the Treaty of 
Fort Wayne, June 7, 1803, the following boundaries were agreed 
upon: 

"And whereas, it has been found difficult to determine the precise 
limits of the said tract as held by the French and British Governments; 
it is hereby agreed than the boundaries of the said tract shall be as follows : 

"Beginning at Point Coupee on the Wabash, and running thence by a 
line north 78°, west twelve miles, thence by a line parallel to the Wabash 
until it shall be intersected by a line at right angles to the same passing 
through the mouth of White river, thence by the last mentioned line across 
the Wabash and towards the Ohio, seventy-two miles, thence by a line 
north, 12° west, until it shall be intersected by a line at right angles to the 
same, passing through Point Coupee, and by the last mentioned line to the 
place of beginning." 

The line was surveyed by Thomas Freeman in 1803. The tract, 
when laid off, was entirely surrounded by Indian lands. In order 
therefore to get all Indiana lands under one survey, Col. Jared 
Mansfield, then surveyor general, had the Second Principal Me- 
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ridian run through the northeast corner of the tract, and a base line 
run from the westernmost part of Clark's Grant. The base line is 
frequently called Buckingham's base line from Ebenezer Bucking- 
ham who surveyed it in 1804. These lines control in a general way 
the public surveys of the United States west of Ohio. 

Lines from Freeman's Corner run through Point Coupee, about 
four miles south of Merom, on the Wabash, to the Greenville Treaty 
Line near Brookville, and to another of Freeman's Corners in the 
northwest part of Perry county. The first Freeman Corner men- 
tioned is about one mile North of Orleans near the center of Sec- 
tion 19, r. 1 e., t. 3 n., the last is four miles West of Branchville in 
Section 18, r. 4 w., t. 2 s. 

The following letter from George R. Wilson, a practical sur- 
veyor, is based on an examination of the records in the land office 
at Indianapolis: 

As per my promise I am sending to you herewith a drawing I have 
made showing the east corner reached by Freeman ; this is sometimes called 
the northeast corner. The southeast corner is in a creek in Perry county. 

Freeman came from the west with his line, and turned south near 
Orleans. The south line he ran from the mouth of White river to a creek 
in Perry county. The north and south lines run south 78° east. He reached 
the corner in Perry county from the west and also from the north. The 
line on the east end runs south 12° west. His survey was made following 
his contract in 1802. The southeast corner is 40 south 12° west of the 
northeast corner. 

A State Centennial Prize Offer 

At a time when all are preparing to celebrate the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Admission of Indiana to the Union, and when 
the currents of civilization which have gone to make up the State's 
entity are being considered by thinking people, it has seemed ad- 
visable to the Committee on Education of the German Alliance to 
offer two prizes for English essays on the subject of the influence of 
German culture, ideals, and civilization on the progress of the State. 

The prizes will be : A first prize of $70 ; a second prize of $30. 

The title of the essay is to be: The Influence of German 
Civilization on the State of Indiana. The contest is open to 
any student in any university, college or normal school in the State. 
The essays must not exceed ten thousand words in length, and 
should be typewritten, on one side of the paper. The contestant 
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must sign a motto to his essay ; this motto should be written on the 
outside of an envelope in which are the candidate's name, address, 
school, and stamps for the return of the MS. This envelope, sealed, 
should be affixed to the MS. The prize essays are to become the 
property of the Alliance, which shall also have the right to publish 
them. The contest closes January 1, 1916. Should no essay of 
signal merit be submitted, the committee reserves the right to with- 
hold the prizes. There will be five judges, whose appointment will 
be announced later. 

Manuscripts are to be sent to Mr. Peter Scherer, Shortridge 
High School, Indianapolis. 

Joseph Keller, President, 

Carl Dreisch, Secretary. 

B. J. Vos, 

Peter Scherer, 

Carl Osthaus, 

F. G. Mutterer, 

J. H, Henke. 

Committee on Education. 

A Noteworthy Historical Painting 

Indiana has been backward in commemorating in pictorial art 
the great men and events of her history. Therefore the work of the 
Indiana Society of Sons of the Revolution in having painted a fine 
large oil portrait (7x3 feet in dimensions) of General George 
Rogers Clark is noteworthy, both as a precedent for other patriotic 
and historical societies and as an example of painstaking care in 
securing an artistic and comparatively accurate reproduction of the 
features, figure and dress of an historical character. The portrait 
was painted by Otto Stark, who, assisted by the chairman of the 
portrait committee of the Sons, made studies of the Jarvis and 
Jouet portraits of Clark and sought descriptions of him in the 
literature of the period. Clark is not represented at the early age, 
26, when he captured Vincennes, but in middle life. The figure is 
standing, full length, and is clad in the general's uniform of the 
period, with a long military cloak draped from the shoulders, mak- 
ing a handsome and striking picture. This is the only oil portrait 
of General Clark in Indiana, except one of unknown origin and 
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authenticity at Vincennes University. It is also the finest portrait 
of Clark, artistically, in existence. 

The unveiling of the portrait occurred at the annual dinner of 
the Sons at the Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, October 19, 1914. In 
his address presenting the portrait to the Society, William Allen 
Wood, chairman of the portrait committee, recalled that the "par- 
ticular purpose" of the Indiana Society of Sons of the Revolution 
is to perpetuate "the memory of the men who, in military, naval 
and civil service of the Colonies and of the Continental Congress, 
by their acts or counsel, achieved the Independence of Our Coun- 
try" ; that General Clark and his soldiers were the only connection 
of Indiana with the Revolutionary War, and that, therefore, it is 
particularly appropriate that the Sons, a Revolutionary society, 
should perpetuate the likeness and memory of this hero in a beauti- 
ful painting. Mr. Wood said that this portrait is meant as the con- 
tribution of the Indiana Sons to the centennial celebration of the 
admission of Indiana as a State and that the portrait will be hung 
in the State House and elsewhere, as the board of managers of the 
Sons may determine. However, it will remain the property of the 
Society and will be cared for by the Society. It was accepted on 
behalf of the Society by Judge John S. Tarkington, the retiring 
president. The other members of the portrait committee were Judge 
Robert W. McBride and Charles F. Remy. 

Other historical and commemorative work done by the Indiana 
Sons includes the erection in several Indiana county courthouses of 
bronze tablets bearing the names of the Revolutionary soldiers 
buried in those counties. 

An Early Poll 

The following record of an election held at Jeffersonville Decem- 
ber 7, 8, 1802, is copied from the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, Vol. Ill, No. 4, January, 1915 : 

A LIST OF VOTERS OF CLARKE COUNTY, INDIAN TERRITORY, 1802. 

James Ferguson Charles Matthews 

William Ferguson Sam Gwathmay 

George McCormick George Jones 

John Ferguson John Jackson 

Bazil Prather George Huchleberry 

George Wood Jacob Ulmore 
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Leonard Bowman Henry Reagan 

James Davis Henry Fait 

Abraham Huchleberry George Fait 

Thomas Ferguson Robert K. Moore 

John McClintick Aquila Rogers 

Martin Huckleberry James Waldeu 

Andrew Mitchel James Sweeney 

John Nulin Isaiah Casper 

Samuel Cofman Hugh Espy 

Sam Applegate John Prince 

Valentine Storrer Davis Floyd 

Moses McCan Samuel Kay 

Peter Smith Michael Lee 

Ephriam Arnold Elisha Kerr 

William Smith John Ruth 

Mathias Crumb John Baldwin 

Henry Bulof William Clark 

Abraham Epler Peter McDonald 

Votes were cast for John H. Wood (35), Charles Beggs (29), William 
Clark (16), and Davis Floyd (16). 

The Poll appears in full and is certified as follows : 

Clarke County, Indiana Territory : 

We do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the poll kept 
at the election of members for the General Convention held at Jefferson- 
ville, on the 7th and 8th of December, 1802. 
Given under our hands, 

Hugh Espy, 
John Dotjthitt, 

Poll Keepers. 

Indiana Historical Society 
(Indianapolis News, January, 1915) 

The annual meeting of the Indiana Historical Society was held 
December 31, afternoon, in the Union Trust Building. The follow- 
ing officers were re-elected: President, Daniel Waite Howe; vice- 
presidents, Charles W. Moores, William E. English, and Professor 
James A. Woodburn; corresponding secretary, Professor C. B. 
Coleman; recording secretary, Jacob P. Dunn; treasurer, Charles 
E. Coffin ; executive committee, John H. Holliday, Addison C. Har- 
ris, George S. Cottman, Charles Martindale, Eliza G. Browning. 

A communication from Jesse Weik, of Greencastle, asking for 
indorsement of movement to mark the highway over which the Lin- 
coln family emigrated from Indiana, and a request that a movement 
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for creating an Indiana historical commission be endorsed, were 
referred to the executive committee with power to act. It was voted 
to contribute not to exceed $200 to the Indiana Magazine of His- 
tory and to pay $1.00 for each member receiving the publication. 
The treasurer reported a balance of $3,874.44 in the treasury, of 
which $3,400 is invested in mortgage securities. 

The following were elected to membership: B. F. Kinnick, 
Greenwood, John E. Hampton, Indianapolis, George L. Harding, 
Bloomington, Minnie Catherine Mclntire, Valparaiso, Louise Tyr- 
rel Fogel, Bourbon, Bona Thompson library, Irvington, George O. 
Dix, Terre Haute, William Darroch, Kempton, John C. Cheney, 
Sullivan, Charles W. Fairbanks, Indianapolis, Richard M. Elliott, 
Connersville, Vinson Carter, Indianapolis, John O. Bower, Gary, 
Frank E. Gavin, Indianapolis, John H. Kipplinger, Rushville, Frank 
Ellis, Muncie. 

During the year, prior to the meeting yesterday, the following 
were elected to membership: Prof. W. W. Sweet, Greencastle, 
Mrs. Clara Ingram Judson, Richmond; Mrs. Martha Brandrifr 
Hanna, Ft. Wayne, Mrs. Newbery Howe, Delphi, Mrs. Otto Roth, 
Bloomington, Rev. John Poucher, Orleans, L. A. Meier, Vincennes, 
Isaac E. Schoonover, Covington, Prof. Francis M. Stalker, Terre 
Haute, Mrs. J. R. McKee, New York City, E. H. Wolcott, Mrs. 
Henry W. Beck, Albert Rabb, Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Bennett, 
Mrs. Arthur Stanley Brooks, Mrs. William J. Brown, Mrs. Kate 
Noble Dean, Randall C. Dean, Mrs. Edgar H. Evans, Dr. and Mrs. 
E. F. Hodges, Mrs. John H. Holliday, Mrs. J. S. Holliday, Mrs. 
Frank E. Gavin, Mrs. William A. Guthrie, Merrill Moores, Mrs. 
Frank Morrison, Mrs. T. A. Wagner, and Mrs. Benjamin D. Wol- 
cott, of Indianapolis. 

Cumberland Road 

The following letter to Lazarus B. Wilson was furnished by his 
daughter, Alma Winston Wilson, now connected with the Indianapo- 
lis City Library. Mr. Wilson was one of the most distinguished of 
the early civil engineers of the State. Aside from his work on the 
National Road he was the chief engineer on the survey of the Mo- 
non railroad. Jonathan Knight, the writer of the letter, was com- 
missioner of the National Road. Knightstown, Indiana, laid out the 
same year this letter was written, was named for him. 
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Baltimore, April 27, 1827. 
To Lazarus B. Wilson : 

I have been at Washington, and have just been permitted by the De- 
partment to employ an agent whose business it shall be to proceed along 
the several contemplated routes for the extension of the Cumberland Road 
west of Zanesville, and to procure the relinquishments of damages from 
the proprietors of lands both on account of the roads passing through 
their lands and for materials for its construction. 

I have therefore determined on giving this appointment to thyself, be- 
lieving, that from the knowledge possessed by thee, both with regard to 
the country and the people, thee will be able to accomplish the trust in a 
manner which may redound to the best interests of the Government. 

I may make an allowance for this service, not to exceed two dollars 
and fifty cents per day. If a horse is employed in the service by the agent, 
and which is believed will be necessary, the pay will perhaps be the amount 
just stated. I shall pass by Philadelphia home, where I shall expect thy 
answer to this letter. Direct to Beallsville, Washington County, Pa. 

I am informed by Joseph Shriver that thee will probably be in Wheel- 
ing, Va. I therefore direct this letter to that point. 

In thy answer please state the place whereto I may forward the requi- 
site instructions, provided, thee will engage in the business. 

Respectfully, 

J. Knight, Commissioner. 

John S. Duncan 

John S. Duncan, sixty-nine years old, a lawyer in Indianapolis 
for forty-seven years and considered as one of the ablest advocates at 
the bar in the entire state, died at 5 o'clock, November 28, 1914, at 
his home at 1322 North Alabama street. 

Mr. Duncan was born in Indianapolis January 11, 1846, and this 
city was his home throughout his life. He graduated from the 
Harvard Law School and early in 1867 he was admitted to the 
practice of law in the Marion County Courts. He had been engaged 
in the law practice less than a year when Governor Morton ap- 
pointed him as prosecuting attorney to fill the unexpired term of 
W. W. Leathers, who had resigned. At the expiration of his com- 
mission he was elected to serve a full term as prosecutor. He 
never held public office after this, his political activity in later life 
being limited to the making of campaign speeches in behalf of the 
Republican Party, with which he was affiliated. He was an earnest 
supporter of Benjamin Harrison when he was a candidate for 
President. 

As a prosecuting attorney Mr. Duncan achieved success and he 
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attracted attention throughout the state by his prosecution of the 
famous Clem murder case. In the prosecution of this case he was 
assisted by Gen. Benjamin Harrison, William P. Fishback and John 
T. Dye. 

He soon became noted both in the prosecution and defense of im- 
portant criminal cases. For a period of twenty years he partici- 
pated in practically all the noted criminal cases tried in many coun- 
ties of the State. While he was best known as a criminal lawyer 
he also had a big practice in the trial of civil cases. 

When he first began his practice, Mr. Duncan became a partner of 
his father, Robert B. Duncan, who had been clerk of the Marion 
County Circuit Court for nearly thirty years and who was regarded 
as an authority on probate law. The firm was known as that of 
R. B. and J. S. Duncan until 1877 when Charles W. Smith became 
a member of it. After several years the senior Mr. Duncan retired 
from the practice. Later John R. Wilson, a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Duncan, became a member of the firm, remaining as such until 1899 
when he was elected clerk of the Marion County Circuit Court. 
After that the partnership was known as Duncan & Smith until 
about 1896 when Henry H. Hornbrook, a son-in-law of Mr. Smith, 
was added to the firm. Later, Albert P. Smith, a son of Charles 
W. Smith, entered the firm. 

In 1864 Mr. Duncan, then 18 years old, enlisted in the Union 
army as a member of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Indiana 
Regiment. His service, however, was for only 100 days and he was 
not engaged in any battle. 

Mr. Duncan was first married December 24, 1867, to Esther 
Wallace, a daughter of William Wallace, who was a son of Governor 
David Wallace and a brother of Gen. Lew Wallace. Mrs. Duncan 
died February 18, 1902. His second wife was Mrs. Perlie E. 
Haynes, of Richmond. Their marriage took place November 16, 
1907. Mr. Duncan's mother, who was Mary Saunders, was a 
daughter of Dr. John Saunders, who was for many years one of the 
leading physicians of Indianapolis. 

From his boyhood Mr. Duncan had been a member of the Cen- 
tral Christian church. He was a member of the official board of 
the church for many years. He had no affiliation with a secret 
society. 

Besides his widow, Mr. Duncan is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Charles M. Malott, and a sister, Mrs. John R. Wilson. 
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Allison Maxwell 
Dr. Allison Maxwell died at his home in Woodruff Place, In- 
dianapolis, January, 1915. He was born at Bloomington, Indiana, 
September 24, 1848. He was the son of Dr. James D. Maxwell, 
and the grandson of Dr. David Maxwell, one of the first trustees 
of Indiana University and a member of the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1816. Dr. Allison Maxwell graduated from Indiana 
University in 1868, taking the A. M. degree in 1871. He received 
his medical training at Miami Medical College, Cincinnati, gradu- 
ating in 1876. He married Cynthia A. Routh, of Indianapolis, May 
31, 1883. He began the practice of medicine at Indianapolis in 1876 
and has since made his home there. He was professor of the Prac- 
tice of Medicine in the University School of Medicine, had served 
two terms on Indianapolis Board of Public Health, was a member 
of the Board of School Commissioners three years, a member of 
the Indiana State Medical Society, and Commercial Club. 

George W. Miles 

George W. Miles, 56 years old, Indiana fish and game commis- 
sioner, died December 28, 1914, at his home in Syracuse. He had 
been afflicted with cancer for several years, but, despite the gradual 
loss of strength that accompanied the disease, he continued his 
duties as one of the state's officials until November 3, when he re- 
turned to his home to vote and was forced to take to his bed. 

Mr. Miles was born at Syracuse and spent his entire life in that 
region. His close connection with Lake Wawasee, Indiana's largest 
lake, fitted him well for the office of game and fish commissioner, 
to which he was appointed four years ago by Governor Marshall. 

Isaac W. Brown 
Isaac W. Brown, 66 years old, famous over the middle West as 
"Col. Brown, the bird and bee man," died August 25, 1914, at his 
home in Rochester, Ind., of acute indigestion after an illness of six 
days. He leaves a widow and two sons, Ray, of Seymour, Ind., 
and Dewitt, of Florida; two brothers, Will, of Tipton, and James, 
of Hoopeston, 111., and three sisters, Mrs. Mel Thurber, of New 
York, Mrs. Lizzie Culler, of Indianapolis, and Mrs. Nellie Rowley, 
of Rochester. Mr. Brown had lectured in twenty-six states and 
was at one time a protege of Helen Gould, now Mrs. Shepherd. 
He had studied law, at one time being associated at Williamsport 
with Joseph Rabb, former appellate court judge. 



